La Follette's Autobiography: The Good, the Bad, the Ugly, and the Glorious It's a great pleasure to take part in this roundtable "La Follette's Wisconsin in In writing La Follette's biography, I of course pored over countless documents:
his diaries, letters, and other papers. I've read everything he said on the floor of the US Congress, and every word he wrote in La Follette's Magazine. But to capture the essence of Bob La Follette, all one really needs to do is read his autobiography. It reveals, in one tidy package, the heart and soul of Fighting Bob and, as such, makes plain the good, the bad, the ugly-and the glorious. La Follette's ability within the pages of his autobiography to make plain both the political problems of the day and his own dedication to solving them established all the more firmly his reputation as a tireless and righteous reformer. The people of Wisconsin believed him and gave him the political power to introduce important reforms onto the floor of the US Senate, sent him their complaints and ideas for the solution to those complaints, and made public their hearty approval when he courageously swam against the tide of his colleagues.
As detailed in his autobiography, La Follette, armed with the support of his constituents, was by 1912 leading some of the progressive movement's successes on the national level, making important gains in tax reform, industrial working conditions, workers' compensation, electoral reform, education, public health, and women's suffrage.
Written, as he put it, "from the field," his autobiography provides a sense of immediacy and a ringside seat to one of the most exciting and meaningful movements in American history. I only wish he had provided a second volume, covering 1913 to 1925, detailing, among many other important accomplishments, his heroic opposition to US entry into
